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FM The horrid Nature, and enormous 
Suit of MURDER. 
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The Day of the Execution of Williaz-Witer, 3 


"= For the MURDER of William Chifm. ; 
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By Charles Chaunc), D. D. 5 K 9 
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bo Gen. 6. 9. Whoſe . N Man's Blood, by Man fall his Blood 
.-*o be ſhed ; for in the Image of God made he Man, 
Ie. 35. 31——Te foall take no Satisfaition for the Life of a 

| Murderer ;—but he ſhall ſurely be put to Death. | 
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The Scripture- Law againſt Murpge 


explained and enforced. 


. 
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Matt. 19, 18.—— Jeſus ſaid, Thou ſhalt do no 
SS 1 Murder. ann ee 
: HESE Words of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſ are 


j quoted from the Auth of the tan |Command. 
ments, which God publiſhed from Sinai, in 


the bearing of the main Body of the Jeruiſb 


Nation, and wrote on tue Tables of Stone, that they 
might be a /ariding perpetual Rule for the Direction 
of their Conduct towards Him and one another. And 
as all theſe Commandments (the Fourth only excepted, 


and this only in part) are grounded on Reajony and not 


meer © poſitive Inflitution, they are univer/ally obligatory, ſo 
far as Mankind are under Advantages to become ac- 
quainted with them. This is particularly true of! the 
Commandment J have juſt read to you; becaufe it took 
riſe from that Fitne, and .Propriety of Action, which 
is everlaſtingly due from Men towards each other, as 
they are all. ont Bled, and endowed with the fame 
common Right to the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of Life 
here on Earth. And this Commandment is emimently bind- 
ing upon us Chriſtium, as it has been adopted” by bur 
great Maſter and Lord into his Religion, and makes ohe 
of che important [Laws of bis | Kingdom, a = 
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6 r be berid Nature, and 


Thou ſhalt do no Murder,” Ia diſcourſing to which 


Wat, I ſhall endegrour two Things. 


I. Fil, Explain the Seſe in a which, we are] here 
commanded to do no. Fo = A TH 


I. Nr Enforce the Command, by repreſenting 
222 ature, r enormous e a" Sig! "pf 
urder 


We ſhall then e the Dicoure with 7 pro- 
per Application. . 


I. Firſt, I am to explain © the — 'Theu gal 
& no Murder En 


And it is plain, if one Man ſhould | flay ue by 
meer Chance, as we vulgarly ſpeak ; that is, when he 
had no ſutention to do it, nor any Thought of 
the occaſion of Hurt to him, in the leaſt, it is = 
hap. only, and not the Crime, here cautioned 
Accordingly we find, that God himſelf, in this 


frees a Man from Gut, ordaining that he ſhall * 


Deut. 19. 4, 5. * bis Brother ignorantly, whom 
be hated not 2. as when 4 Man goeth into the 
N dad with his Neig to hew Wand; and his Hand 
fetcheth 4 —— wth. the Ar to cut down the Tree, and 
the Head the Helve, and lighteth upon his 
Nei — die, 2 live. 

Nay remembred here,  Coreleſſneſs is a Fault; and 
ſhould we, in this Way, be the occaſion, tho accidental. 
hy, ol the Death of another, we might have juſt rea- 
fon for uneaſy Reflections on ourſelves 3 much more, 
if we were engaged in | that which wes in it ſelf wnuars 
aue and ſinful. : | 
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way another $ Life, 


Again, If one Man ſhould take 4 
in neceſſary Self- Defence; as when, . being: ſuddenly and 
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 enormou} Guilt, uf MURDER. 3 
or run the Riſque of loſing his own Life, be is 


not chargeable — the din of "Murder. In Caſes = 
this the Fault lies not with him that Fays,' but 

an who was thus com- 
pelled to mite his Brother is innocent. There is in- 
deed the Gui of Blood ; but" it is wholly chargeable 
upon him ve che ocafion for exerting the un- 
alienable Right, which Men hape 10 preſerve themſelves. 


11 Scripture thetttore” ſays, Etod.. 22. 2. Fa Thief 


ns Blud he für hum. — — 25 proper 
A Cauſe of this of ; and ought therefore to be the 
only Sufferer for it. Tho! great Care ſhould be taken, 
that >” go 'H6r needlefly Riv 5 HD to the ne- 
ce; exertin rod f>Defſehre : nat 
72044 U they ever Teen this Right, Mi this . 

unles when A bd Ta, and Ki nos th ys 
avoidable. 7 


did 101 1 F 1 7 


I 1 like ade dee t may 7 2; in Mur, withi- 


6ut any Breach of this ron ty 


Af ap 26s tur 
3 . neceſſary Reaſons 3 as; - 


17 0 Wrong and Violence, 
ri nt of valuable 
"ts Preps ; e I Bode havi 
| bee 5 this it is rather e V than 
a, Crime 109 5 inſtru umental' — 72 3 wy of 

emies, to ure op» 
preſs. ; 12 e the doit ng 85 Nane 11 
be 70 5 are indeed thei faulty aufer of their 

3 a gt 154 Force may may pro- 
en be conkig kf 8 1225 9 85 lick Juſtics and ne- 

Lam e and bo oy active herein; 

aulted, y to be applauded: And 
10 1e 5 Tk they . f reducing ſuch Enemies 
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Rea ſar, or e th e more worthy they are of 
2 115 ii, ars ate park's imo Tmeerly to ſerve the 
ds: of: Prode, Ambition, Hotritt, ot any other Loft, 


ithe? of the 75h or Ain Yee Erber Whew are taken 


away 


A een und ** itlen that he die, there 
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Men, and Will, be ry" Such. We 
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not a Treſpaſs upon my Text; but f polls 
Aru, a for the "well-bring 0 87 


could not ſubſiſt, if wicked and violent Mod 1 


be ſuffeged, with c to inxaqe hs Rights - of 
other, as their upgovern Lots might prompt thei 


thereto,;.. + ha. enn bag ai hogu i bagag ne e # N 
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erer mom Guis of MURDER. 
laitl walt for him, in proſecution of this bloody Deſigns 
but wete hindred, beyond their own Intention, from ac+ 
compliſhing it; Hes 23. 12, 14. . 


24 | SHRILE g n 171103800 f 
This now is the Crime which is here forbidden 3 
and it is a more or a leſs aggravated one, in proportion 
to tlie Ciremiſtancts that attend it. If | the Dęſen upbn 
another's Life was not ſuddlenly excited; but took 'Tiſe 
from cool, * ed, Hatred and Malice, it is, 
- Murder in the groſſaſt Senſe. Nor will the Manner 
in which it wes committed make any conſiderable Dif- 
ference in the Degree of Guilt. It is Murder of the 
—_——— 


It is Murder alſo, tho' in à ls criminal Senſe, when 
Life is taken zway, not from a ſettled Principle of culm 
and deliberate Malice, but in conſequence of ſudden An- 
ger heightened into Rage and Fury. What Allowances. 
human Laus, under ſome Governments, may make 
for ſudden. Tranſports of Paſſion, and how far, in 
fome Caſes, they may be ſatished without the Bled: 
the guilty Perſon, I pretend not to determine; but; in 
true Reaſon, it is evidently unſſt, that Li ſhould be 
continually expoſed to hazard, from the turbulent 

and ungoverned Wrath of Men. This weuld be to. 
ſubject quiet and peaceable Members of Society to the 
greateſt Hurdſbips, by conſtructively iving Encourage- 
ment to angry Mer to vent their Fury on them. It 

is plain, the poſſeſſion of Life is not ſo ſtrongly guard- 

ed and ſecured as it might be, and ought to be, in well 

regulated Society, if puſfonate Men may be indulged 

the Liberty of ſlaying their Neighbours; provided they 

abe able to plead; they were in a Fit of Rage, not hav- 

ing the government of, themſelves, and not knowing 
What they did. This, at beſt, is only making one 

Crime- an Excuſe for another; which if allowed as 
valid, and ſufficient to wipe off the Gilt of Blood, no 
one can enjoy his Life with ſafety: That Avger in- = 
* | 1 _ _"erealing — 
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W . h. Whid Vale maid: 
creafing' into Rage, which hurries a Man on wickedly' 
and injutiauſſy to invade hit Neighbour, and deprive 
him of Life, is murderous; in the Rye of Reafm, and in 
the Eye of God, and it is. Pity if it is not, in all Places, 
ſq efleemed, dy the Law of Man. T now proceed, 
Denne "236 Ys i ba 
II. In the fecond Place, to mforte the Command in 
7 by repreſenting” the horrid Nature of this Sin 


— 
* 


N indeed one of the blacke/f and — 
Sins, and ſo oſteemod both by C and Man. 


It is mentioned by Name, in the ſacred Writings, 
as a Sin. which is eminently hateful to Gad. Hſalm 5, 
6. The Lord will abbor the bleedy Man. Prov. 6. 16, 17. 
Hund that ſhed innocent Blood: are an Alomination to the 


Zr. And he has accordingly teſtified” his great Diſ- 


e _— this Sin, even from the Beginning of 
the World. That was his Language to Cain, the Son! 
of the firſt Man chat ever lived, upon having murdered 
Wis Brother Abel. Cen. 4. 10, 11, 12. bat haſt thou: 
dime ® The: Voice of thy. Brother's Blood crieth io me from: 


the Ground. And noo thou” art 'turjed from the Earth, 
<bich'hath' opened her Mouth” to receive: thy Brothers Blood: 


thy: Hand. —— A" fugitive and a Vagabond” ſhalt 1b 
be in the Farth, An awful Puniſhment this! And well 
might Cain break forth, and ſay, as in the Words that 


next follow, Ay . ma is greater thun I tan bear /: 


It may be worthy "Obſervation, The - moſt awfully 
ſevere and extenfive Judgment God, was ever pleaſed: 
to viſit this- World of ours with, was ir Deftrudtten' 
by a Deluge of Mater, one Family only excepted ; and 
the Reaſon 4s given, Gen. 6: 11. Becanſe' the Earth was 


filled with Violence. And it was to prevent ſuch Violence 


in the new Generations that might proceed but of the 
Loins of Noah, that God made it a fanding perpetual 
Law. Gen. 9. - 85 6. A. the Hand of every Man's 3 

at W A they 
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_ ee ap 
his 1 Bed 4. Anil be 


e 1 75 5 more, rey rovernment of 
ation Fews, . 7 e 12. 61 the 
Sentence of Do, to the J. _ 
that it might be known an i 1 rder 45 WE: ſays, 
concerning every Man that ſhould kill his Neighbour, 
as in Numb. 35. 16. And if he ſmite him with an Inflru- 
| | * he is @ MHurderer : The, 
derer pot, ſurely; be put ta Death. It follows, in 2 
next And if he Jmate Him with throwing. a, Stone, 
end be die * is Mur derer: The Murderer hol Veit 
be wt to Death, It is yet 5 3 in the follow 
ich may: be hy, | Notice, upon A gaſion, 
or if he Fate bim 15 4 band. * 7 of. Wud 21 e 
he may die] and. be die; he ii MHurderer * Murderer 
ſhall ſurely he pra. io Death, And it is ace obſervable, 
2 roy Lon of Life was pleaſed moſt folemaly 
and in 2 ords, to prohibit the taking any Fate 


9 2 for. Het » of a Murderex, as in the 30th and 52 


erſes of this Chapter, JY/hoſo. Filleth ary Perſon, 


_— 725 be put- 10 Death—ye. Fall take na Satis 22 | 


Ver the Life. of a Murderer;, but the ſhall Jurely be Piu to 
Death. And that this Law might not. be 22 72 by 
the Flight of Murderers to any of the Cities 1955 
(a Number of which were 141 inted for the en 
f thoſe, who tho' they W {led others, vet were nat 
ae with ks he particularly ordained, 
ent. 1 2. That they ond 4% fetched. thence, and 
2 255 7% . ff al e f. Bio th 
might die 58 


ue RESIN TY 52 wo. 99 oh, 50 Ty his | 


great 1 8 ünſt this SY of. par- 


den e rank't it, in the Reyelztion of his WI d by his 
n Jeſus, Chiiſt, among thoſe Grimes which, if nat 
repented of, will certainly be a. Bar in the Way of | 
Men's 88 N in ben according to 1 . Joby 


8 | f « Fl 4 15 


122 Tut 3% Mann, Wl 


3. 15˙7 No Murderer hath” eternal Liſs; yea, he has cl 
mentioned it, by Name, as a Sin that will, without d. 
ſincere Repentance, expoſe Men to the /e:>nd Death, or, ti 
which means the ſame Thing, the - Fire / Hell, accot- 


4 ding to Rev, 21. 8. Murderers ſhall have their Part in 
33 "the Lake 'that burneth with Fire and Brimftone : whith' is 
= „„ „% „t DEP EIA 


And as this Sin of Murder is thus ſingularly” fan! 
and Black in the Eſteem of God, ſo it is likewiſe in the 
Account of Man. It is indeed a Crime that is ſhockin 
to the human Mind, unleſs when abandoned to 
Senſe of what is right and fit: Nor are there man 
However debauched in their Principles, and diſſolute 
their Manners, but would find within themſelves ea 
Emations. of Soul at the Thought of committing a bar- 
'barous Murder; adopting the 47 e of Hazael, and 
Hyivg, Is thy Servant | a Dog that he y do this Thing ? 
All civilized Nations have, as one, united in ranking 
Murder among the moſt enormous Crimes, and E 
ainſt it by enacting Laws with the Sanction of Death. 
4 We know indeed of no People, however rude and un- 
== cultivated, in other Reſpects, but have entertained” a 


BEDS Oo SEEKS COS mMASE 


kind. of Horror at the Sin of Murder; judging it wor- 
thy of ſome remarkable Puniſhment. | Hence the Bar- th 
tarians, at Melita, reaſoned among themſelves, as in As in 
28. 4. No doubt this Man is a Murderer, whom, tho be in 
'hath eſcaped. the Sea, yet Vengeance © ſuffereth not to live. ar 
And'even Murderers themſelves, when they come coolly w 
to reflect upon what they have done, are commonly ſu 
3 filled with great inward Remorſe; turning upon them- T 
_ ſelves. with the keeneſt reſentments of their Folly. And ||| th 
_ ſhould” they eſcape the Vengeunce of Man, they ſcarce he 
ever after enjoy themſelves, or take Comfort in Life. ye 
Their Hearts miſgive them; their T houghts trouble WS ſte 
them; their Luilty Veare erpetually haunt them: And ; Br 


ſometimes, for the ſake of Peace within, they have beett, 
zs it were, forced to reveal their own Wickednets 3 
R | * chuſing 


„ ÄUL . r . "I 8 


- enormots Sun, of MURDER. i 


chuſing | | 
drag on Life under the uneaſy Senſations of a con- 
tinually Self-condemning Conſcience. ' VER! e 


g rather to die by the Randt of Fuftice, than 6 


: 
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And it is upon j and reaſonable Grounds, that Mur- 


der is thus reckoned by God. and Man as one of the 
blackeft and moſt min/irous Crimes, and felt to be ſo by 
Maurterers themſelves : For it carries in it, in an high 
Degree, Uncharitableneſs, Injuſtice, and Impicty ; each of 


which are in themſelves great Breaches upon the Law 


of Nature and Religion. | | 
bu ** ius. 10 Nie 29 . 1+ Wat 
Ohpbarity, or Love to our Neighbour is the ſecond ſum- 
mary Commandmunmt; and like the firſt, which requires 
Love to God, it is great and important. On theſe tus 


Commandments hung the Lew and the Prophets, the Gofpel 


and the Apotles. We are deſtitute of all Virtue and 
Religion, if we do not love! God and it is à vain 
Thing to pretend that we love God, if we love not 


eighbour 2Mo:” For as the Apoſtle Jobi 7 | 


1 John 4. 20. I% n Man: ſays that he. loves God, and hateth 
Hue, be f 4 he that Youeth not his Bro: 
they, whom he hath ſcen, cannot lous Ca wham he hath” not 
cen. And what ſtronger Evidenee can a Man give; 
that he don't love his Brother, than embruing his Hands 
in his Blood ? This is the ſtrongeſt Proof of his be- 
ing entirely void of that Chriſtian Temper which is kind, 


and gentle, and peaceable, and apt to put one upon 


walking with all Lowlinſs, and Meekneſs, and 'Long- 
ſuffering; forbearing and forgiving one another in Love. 
To be ſure, when one Man is urged on to ſlay ano- 
ther from Hatred and Malice, deliberate and premeditated, 
he diſcovers Uncharitebleneſs, in the higheſt Degree; 


yea, Inhumanity” and | Barbarity- reign in him, in- 


| Read of Good-Hill and Chriftian' Platy. To hate a 


Brother to the Death is the utmoſt Pitch of Hatred. 
And if, in imitation of our Maſter and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, and out of reſpect to him, we ought to be 


willing 
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* The kyrrid Netars, and 
willie 0 lay doyn our ht for he Brethren, it 


muſt de a moſt enormous, Breach..of 2 925 Tory 


for a Man wilful 1 ithout, franies,t9 
his, Brother's 221555 — _ 
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" valuable Good. 
Naas indent, Walde Wor we mal ales God 
for it is the Faundation of all other joyments, and july 
preferable to them all. The F ather of Lies 3 
5 0 Truth, when 1. fa, as in Jab . 9. Shim 
rr all that a Mam bath will By gie for bis Life. Nor 
can the Loſs of it be repaired or.; compenſated: bo 
chat loſeth his Life, loſeth therewith all future Capacity 
o Eaujoymeut in this World, without any Poſſibility 
of recovering it again. It is therefore the higheſt and 
moſt aggravated Man 
to take away his Liſe un It, in a manner, in- 
Kajtely ſurpaſſes ever uy. er r Kal, whether in Name, 
Eſtate, ot bodily; Welfare in any Kind; for theſe 
have their © of and, may Capable: of ſome 
& Reparation : Bas, this is e ene and. ary 
Kae E en 777 
18 wit G 140 0. E 300 
„ Beſides it ought 00 be remembred here, when a Nias 
wickedly ſlays his Brother, he not only, at once, turns 
him out of all Capacity of enjoying any farther Good 
zn this World, but deprives him of the Time he might 
otherwiſe have (had. to make Preparation for . anatber 
Mord, and may be the Mans of his NODS. tormenten, 
idſtcad:of comfacied. there, Ihe My derer of his wo 
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er 


enormous: Guilt, of MURDER, 1g 
3 him of his temporal Life, and all 


teuporul therewith ; but of his Space for Repen- 
tanze; and Oppattunity to make bis Peace with God, 
and to get into good Terms with Heaven: And if he 
ſhould fudderily diſpatch him into the other World, 
and in his Sins too, as, it may be ſeared, is too often 
the Caſe; he is, in a Senſe, the Murderer of his Soul, 
as well as Body, and may properly be charged with 
bringing upon himithe /econd, as well as the f Death. 
A very ſerious and awful Truth this] And it it were 
duly attended to, might, under the Bleſſing of God, be 
Happily influential. to reftrain from the horrid Sin of 
Murder. It is not confined, in its Conſequences, to 
the preſent World; but may prove ixjurious to our 
poor innocent Brother, innocent as to us, beyond the 
Grave, in the Refurrectian Morld. Many a poor Sinner, 
it may be feared; by the Murder of bis Body, has been 
virtually and corſruttiuely murdered in his Soul alſo. 
And ſhall we dare venture upon the Commiſſion of a 
Crime which may be the immediate Occaſion of the Dam- 
nation of our Brother? Shall we not rather. keep at 
the utmoſt: Diſtance from that Act of Injuſtice, towards 


aur Brother which. together with deſtroying his Body; 


may be the Ataus of deſtroying his Soul in Hall? 


- 


{I may ſtill add here, the Injuffire involved in che Sin 
of Murder, affefts others beſides the Man himſelf that 
is turned out of Life. His Relations, eſpecially - mar 
anes are greatly. 2xjured ; as hereby thoſe natural Paſſions 
are awakened, which occaſion the keeneſt Senſe of Pain, 
and, many Times, | abiding Sorrow of Heart, ſuch as 
are never freed from on this Side the Grave, 

ides which; they are deprived of the Advantage they 
might have received from him, upon whom, under God, 
chieſiy depended for their camfortable Subſiſtence 
Being. The Wife of a Man's Boſom is ſomet imes, 
Bey: injurious Sin, at once ſubjected, not meerly 
o che Solitude of a widowed Life, but to unknown. Dif- 


ficulties, 


= 
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i Then Wat a 
ſrenlhies, Anxieties, and 'Hardfhigs : conſequent theres 


2 while, at the ſame Pime, his Children are re- 


to che State of i poor» helpleſs" Orphans, without a 
Guide to their Youth, or, it may be; any Means to 

ide for their Education, ahdrFatyre elfare in the. 
ord.— But. God only knows all the Jnjuries which: 
are comme lrd with this unjuſt Act of taking away ano 
er's Life. Whole Families have been ruined by itg 


22 yea, in its unhappy ppy "Conſequences, it may have been 
Tears. 


of 'their Ruin in another Warlds: as: well ag. 
575. Morecyver, the Fablir is highly injured by the Sin 
bf Murder, as well as the murllered Parlor thimmſelf, and 


bis Namur. It loſes one of its Members, and, tage- 


ther herewith, all the Service it might have reapech 
rom one in his Place, in the Improvement of his I imö 
and Talents, ſor promoting the general Good. And, 


as the Caſe may be, and ſometimes really has been, 


the Injury, in this Reſpect, riſes high, and proves an 
JFreparable Damage:—+duch Mali * involved in a the 
Sin df herder. 154 4 ** 
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and Uſus ion of, that "Right - — — — which the So# 
vereign Lord of the Univerſe has reſerved to be exet- 
eiſed by himſelf only, or by his Viera getent in certain 
Caſes, herein the Good of Society may make it ne- 
ceſſury.— And it is, in anothet Reſpct, an bigh Indig- 


 vity offered to God; fot it diſpolſeſſes Him: of five 


„ Property,” by virtually robbing him of a *Creatar# 


jt 
whom his Hands have formed; yea, of à Servant and 


#8, from whom he might have reteived:a Revenue 
of Honour and Service. | Beſides all which, it/is a de 
Artying of that Imitge- of G which every Man 2 
bears. © And it was indeed for this Reaſon, in ſpe- 
Fial, that the Statite againſt Murder, in the Days of 
Noah; Was guarded by himſelf with the Sanction 
en, So we ved, Gin: 6. 9. Whoſe ſheddeth 2 
ING; 
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Blood, dy Man ſhall his lad be fd; for in the Image 
| of Grd made he Man, The Man who murderouſl ſheds 
another's Blood, is not thought fit, by the, Wiſdom of 
the Supreme Legiſlator, to live any longer on the Earth ; 
becauſe he hereby beinouſſy affronts God; hy — 
ing Contempt on the nobleſt Work of his Hands that 
WP * made after his dtun L in his own. 


«$1 that; upon the whole; this Sin of Murder appears 
to be one of the fide? and blacks? Crimes, of ve 
beintut and d. Guilt. 1 is 3 Sin again An 
Gad and Man. It virtually s God's ſovereign Au- 
tho 

_ does the . Injuftice to Man, both in his 
Ps e as Wang in Society. ; 


. & # * 


; The Applic cation. yet remains. 

Aud from the Repreſentation I have given of the 
1 And of Murder, in its. horrid Natures and exormous G ailty 
let us deteſt it in out Hearts, and keep at the utme/} Diſ- 
tance” from it in our Practice. I ſpeak not thus from 
an Apprehenſion, as tho' there was any one here pfe- 
Tent, upon whom this inhuman Crime could be juſtly 
faſtened, even by, their em Conferences, or the God 
who inoweth all-Things : T would rather hope, the Idea 
of this Sin, is, in all our Minds, , fo aſſociated with 


Dread and Horror, that we ſhould tremble at the- 
Thought of committin x fro But we are yet in the 


Boah, ah within the Reach of Danger 3 not_know- 
ing what Temptations may befall us. It cannot thete- 
fore be improper; upon ſuitable Occaſions, to put us 
upon our Guard, +; calling our „ why e to the 
Counſels and Warnings of God 2 Murder. And 
it is the rather ſcaforzhle at this Taue, as the public 
Vengeunce will, by, God's Leaves in the Adern 


executed upon the poor unhappy Man under Sentence 
r — 4 this atracious Crime. 
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his Throne of Juſtice, his Sword of Vengeance z 
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18 IYVbe Borrid Nature, and 

le bas had a fair Trial conformably to the Lato 
of the Land; and as, upon a full hearing of his Caſe, 
jt very evidently appeared, that he had - murderoufly"Jhed 
Man's Blood, it is right and fit, that by Man his Blood 
Hold be ſhed. Our Hearts may -poflibly relent towards 
him; we may be diſpoſed, from the working of natu- 
ral Pity, to wiſh he might be permitted to live, and 
not obliged to die: But the great Governour of the 
World, who is #7finitely mercifuſ, but, at the ſame Time, 
wiſely ſo, has ſaid, Deut. 19. 13. Thine Eye fhall not Pity 


um; that is, ſo as to ſave him from Death: Thou 
Salt put away innocent Blood from Tſracl ; that is, by ſhed- 
ding the Blood of the Murderer. Inftead therefore of 
ſuch Pity as will not conſiſt with the ill of God, and 
thoſe human Laws which are founded thereon, as well as 
on the commen Good of Society; let us rather diſcover 
our Chriſtian Compaſſion and Love by carrying his 
Caſe to the Throne of Grace, humbly. and earneſtly 


beſeeching the Father of Mercies ta make. the De- 


I Aruction of his FHlaſb the Means of Salvation to his 
Soul. Thanks be to God, this is poſſible. Even Mur- 
derers may, by fleeing to Chriſt, in the Exerciſe of 
Repentance, and Faith, and à ſubmiflive Temper of 
Mind, be ſecure from the Avenger of Blood, the Sanc- 
tion of the Divine Law, as it reſpedts the future in- 


viſtble World. In this City of Refuge, of God's 'own 


Appointment, there is a ſafe Retreat, not only for the 
MAan-ſlayer, but the wilful Muyrderer alſo, however com- 

licated, however aggravated his Guilt has been; and 
Rag fled to it, he may hope for the Favour of his 
Judge, an Acquittance at the Bar of the coming Judg- 
ment, and an Admiſſion to dwell with God in happy 
Life for ever. We unitedly bow the Knee to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, humbly and 
earneſtly ſupplicating this Mercy for the pe Criminal, 
who muſt this Day paſs thro". temparel Deatb. May 
he fear God, ſince he is in this Condenmatiou'; and — 2 
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enormous Guilt, of MURDER. | 19. 
ledge it to be  ju/?, for that he receives the due Reward of. 
his wicked Deed, in laying. his innocent Brother. And 


my he be enabled penitently to apply to the once cruci- 
fied, 


but now enthrened Jeſus, to remember him in his, 
Kingdem : And may the compaſſionate : Saviour of Men, 
who alſo. is their King, and Judge, ſay to him, as to 
the Malfaftor that was crucified with him, Th# Day 
ſhalt thou be with me in Pradadiſe. 6 


And we all heartily with and pray, that he may wy 


thus penitentiy and comfortably, for the ſake of his di/treſſed 

Relatives, as well as his own. This, if any Thing; 
This, more than any Thing, would mitigate their 
Grief, and compoſe their Minds to Silence and Sub- 
miſhon under this heavy Rebuke of Heaven, if they 


ſavour the Things of God and Religion; as we hope 


they do. 


The Caſe of the poor JVoman, who will be leſe 
this Day a ſorrowful Widow, under peculiarly ftrik- 
ing Circumſtances, is truly pitiable : Nor do we. blame 
her, .if, in the Agonies of her Grief, ſhe has taken to, 
her Words, and ſaid, Have Pity upon me, have Pity, 
upon me, O my Friends, for the Hand of the Lord bath. 
touched me ! May ſhe be enabled ſuitably to caſt this. 
afflictive Burden on the Lord, and find his everlaſt- 
ing Arms underneath, ſuſtaining and ſupporting her !, 
May that God, Who pities thoſe who hope in his 
Mercy, as a Father pities his Chiidren, pity her diſ- 
treſſed Caſe, comfort her Heart, ſanctify this Calami- 
ty to her, and make it turn out to her Spiritual and 
everlaſting Good! . 2 1 


May the poor innocent Children alſo, innocent of 
this great Crime for which their Father ignominiouſly 
ſuffers Death, find Favour with kim who has faid, 


A Seul are mine; as the S of the Fager, Js al 
G W 2 | 3 | the 


W m 4% Naw, a 


the Soul of the Sm is mine. The Soul that fometh it 
Hall die :—The Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the 


Father. And may they find favour with : like- 


wiſe, Let none caſt it cruelly in their Teeth, that 


their Father died a Murderer. Let none think, or 
ſpeak, the worſe of them, on this Account; but be 
rather diſpoſed to exerciſe all Chriſtian Offices of 
Love and Tenderneſs towards them; as their | Cir 
cumftances eminently beſpeak the Compaſſion of all. 
And may they underſtand, and hearken to, the Voice 
of God in this awful Providence, which loudly calls 
upon them, not to forſake him, leaſt he ſhould for- 


fake them, and leave them to go Conſequences 


of their own Folly, even in this 


| orld, as far ag 
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We cordially mourn with the aged Parents of this 
unhappy Man. The Occaſion of their Grief is tru- 
Iy bitter. What Conſolations in Chriſt do they ſtand 


In need of? Can we who are Parents, put our Souls 
in their Souls ſtead, and not mingle our Tears with 


«theirs? If we have any Bowels, they cannot but be 


moved within us. Let it be our ardent” Prayer to 
the God who dwelleth on high, that he would ſend 


the Comforter to dwell in their Hearts, that this Bur- 
den, added to that of ' Age, may not bear too hard 
upon them. He only can relieve their Souls. And 
if he ſhall pleaſe to undertake for their Help, this 
Stroke of his Hand, ſevere as it is, ſhall only ſerve 
for the Trial oß their Faith, and Hope, and Patience, 
and Subjection to the Father of Spirits; which Graces, 
being proved to be more precious than Gold that periſb- 
eib, tho' it ſhould be tried with Fire, ſhall be faund 
unte Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, at the appearance 
of Feſus Chrift ; for this is that which he bath ſaid, 
| 47 on which he hath cauſed us to hope, Bleſſed 


the 


L they "obich endure- Affetion; for when they are , 


murmous Guilt, cd MURDER. #3 
they ſhall receive the Crown © of Life, which Ged bath 2 
prepared for them that love DA." : 


But Relativer and Friend: are not the only Perſons 
who ſhould mourn upon this Occaſion. If they mourn, 
as being themſelves ſiafferers; we ſhould mourn, be- 
cauſe 's Law hath been tranſgreſſed, his Name 
diſhonoured, bis Image deſtroyed, and ſuch Guilt con- 
trated as cries for Vengeance, and will defile the whole 
Land, if it be not removed by /hedding of Rlaad 3 
ſo inhuman, ſo foul, ſo black, ſo enormous," is the Sin 
of Murder It ſhould ſenſibly touch our Hearts with 
Grief, when any are left of Gad to be thus impipus 
and wijyft; and the tremendous Conſequence - of ſuch 
Guilt, even in this World, ſhould fix in pur Minds 
deteftation and dread of it, that no Temptation ſhall 
be ever able, by divine Help, to overcome. | 


And this is the great Thing aimed at, both by G 
and Man, in publictly taking away the Life of Mur- 
derers. For as this Puniſhment puts a Period to their 
Exiſtence in the preſent World, it is final; and can't 
be intended for their future better Conduct, but for the 
Reſtraint of atbers, by awakening their Attention, by 
ſtriking their Minds wich Awe, and guarding them, 
thro' . Influence of the Paſſion of Fear, againſt the 
Force of the Temptations they may meet with to tranſ- 

* greſs in this Kind. To this Purpoſe is that in Deut. 
13. 11. And all Iſrael ſball hear, and fear, and ſhall da 
no more any ſuch Wickedneſs. It was Wickedneſs puniſh- 
able with Death that is here ſpoken of, It is there 
fore ſaid, in the immediately foregoing Verſes, concern= 
ing the Man, whoever he was, that ſhould be guilty 
of this Wickedneſs, Tine Hand ſball be upon him ta 

Fut him ta Death, —Thou ſhalt Stone him with Stones *till 
be diet. And why was he to be thus awfully puniſhed? 
Evidently, for the public Good, for the Benefit of all 
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5 And this is the Deſign of this Day's Exerutimm. It 
s intended for the common Good, by exhibiting an Ex- 
ample of public Venged 
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uard, to do no more fuch Withedn J 


: Such an one as is fitted to 


curb the Luſts of Men, and prevent their breaking forth 


off by the Hand of cvil Juſlice. 
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leſs of Sport and 
and good Uſe; and you may receive laſting . Advan- 
tage 


in murderous Attempts upon the Life of their Neigh- 


bour: © We ſhould view it in this Light, and be de- 
terred from that Crime which will expoſe us to be cut 


There are doubtleſs many here preſent, who deſign 
be among the numerous Spectators of the tragical 


pd of this unhappy. Criminal. —Be adviſed not to make 


to 
Had of this uohs Sight a Matter of vain Curie/ty ; much 
errument. It is capable of a wiſe 


herefrom. Be ſerious, conſiderate, —Recolle& the 
Hazard. you may have been in of committing this Sin; 
and, in pious Ejaculations, acknowledge the Kindneſs 
of God in the Reſtraints of Providence which may have 
Eule you, —Be in the Exerciſe of the laſt Office of 
oe and Pity towards this condemned Man, by giv- 
ing Vent to the Breathings of your Souls in filent 
Applications to the Throne of Mercy, on his Behalf, 


in this Time of his greateſt Need. d, in a Word, 


let it be your ſincere Endeavour to get ng Hearts 
impreſſed with a deep Senſe of Sin, of the Sin of Mur- 


may be elne for your Reſtraint, | 
* 10 „ n | f we * . * 63 WE" ; f 8 
e * < | Be 
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— ; Guit a murDER. 


Be upon your Guard _—_ all the Tendencies towards 
this Sin, ſuch as Anger, Wrath, © Hatred, Malice, 


1 
- * o 
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Reven ge; together with their immediate Effects, can- 


e and deſpiteful Language, Quarrellings and Fight- 
mgs. If we do not keep our ſelves from the governing 


*+.* hot of "theſe ' Occaſions of the Sin of Murder, we 


ſhall live in continual Hazard of being betrayed unto. it 
to our own, as well as the Difchour of God. 


| Eſpecially would I put you. upon your Guard 2 aint 
eutragiouus Anger; as it was owing to raſh, impetuous, 
wild Paſſion, that this poor Man was hurried into the 
Sin for which he is condemned to die. If we are of 
' a haſty Spirit, and given to Anger, we ſhould fear what 
may be the Conſequence, and lay the Reſtraints of Rea- 
ſon and Religion upon this unruly Paſſion. We ſhould 
watch again the firſt Riß ings of Anger, and check 
it in its Beginnings, leſt, as it gains Strength, it ſhould 

et beyond Government, put us out of Poſſeſſion of our 
Fives. and be the Occaſion of our doing that, which 
may bring us to public Shame in this World, and hazard 
our Salvation! in the next. 
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But above all, let me adviſe you not to ſuffer your 
ſelves to be eaſy, 'till you are the Subjects of that Faith 
which workgh by Love, Love to God, Love to Chriſt, 
and Love w one another. This more than any Thing, 
more than every Thing, will put, us out of Danger 
of injuriouſſy treating our 8 at leaſt, in any 
bigh Degree. If we love God, and Jeſus Chrid, and, 
from Love to them, love our Brother alſo, we ſhall 
then be ſo far from being under- the undue Influence 

pf Hatred, An pez Wrath, Malice, En nyy, and the other 
Luſts of the Fleſh. or Mind; tbat wh ſhall be diſ- 
poſed to all the Offices of Kindneſs and Goodneſs to 
all Men. We ſhall be full of Mercy and good Fruits. 
We ſhall walk in all Lowlingk,” 09 Meckneſs, and 
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. God; who jidgeth 3 -and--4 dead 90 
overcome with e _ overcome Evil 


being 
wick Good. And being thus fitted in the Temper of 


dur — . for. the Society of Angels and glorified 
f we ſhall, i in God's Time; be admitted to dwell | 
in that World, where there is no Variance 
Peace Concord, and 
and Friendſhip, which 
will make us the Delight f one another, and the 
Delight of God, from whoſe Preſence will fow to ug 
Rivem of Pleaſure for evermore. God grant it may 
be che Portion of us all Og n * 
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